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Welcome to the new issue of UIL Nexus, the electronic newsletter of the UNESCO 
Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) in Hamburg. UIL Nexus appears quarterly and 
contains concise, up-to-date news items about UIL’s work. It complements the longer-
term information cycles of the UIL website (http://www.unesco.org/uil) and the Annual 
Report. 
 
If you would like to unsubscribe from UIL Nexus, please inform us by sending an e-mail 
to m.elfert@unesco.org. 
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1. CONFINTEA VI adopts the Belém 
Framework for Action 
 
The Sixth International Conference on Adult Education 
(CONFINTEA VI) closed on 4 December with a call for 
governments to “take forward, with a sense of urgency and 
at an accelerated pace, the agenda of adult learning and 
education” and to redouble the efforts to meet adult literacy 

goals. These policies were laid down in the Belém Framework for Action adopted after 
extensive negotiations at CONFINTEA VI. The Conference saw the launching of the 
Global Report on Adult Learning and Education (GRALE), which is based on a 
systematic analysis of the 154 national reports submitted by Member States. 
 
The four-day conference brought together 1,500 participants from 156 Member States in 
Belém, Brazil. Ministers, key representatives from regional and multilateral 

 



organisations, academia and civil society, as well as adult learners from all over the 
world debated a wide range of issues including policies and governance for adult 
education, literacy as a key competence for lifelong learning, ways of assuring 
educational quality and assessing learning outcomes, participation and inclusion, and 
financing mechanisms. 
 
On the first day of the Conference, delegates heard addresses by Fernando Haddad, 
Brazil’s Minister of Education, Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO, Alpha Oumar 
Konaré, former President of Mali and Founder of the Mouvement pour les États-Unis 
d’Afrique (Movement for a United States of Africa), Princess Laurentien of the 
Netherlands, UNESCO’s Special Envoy on Literacy for Development, Walter Hirche, 
President of the German UNESCO Commission and Ana Júlia Carepa, Governor of 
Pará. 
 
“Today, we are here to demonstrate the power of adult learning and education to ensure 
a viable future for all,” said the Director-General of UNESCO, Irina Bokova, at the 
opening session of the Sixth International Conference on Adult Education (CONFINTEA 
VI) on 1 December in Belém, Brazil. 
 
Brazil’s Minister of Education, Fernando Haddad, who was elected President of the 
CONFINTEA VI Conference in honour of the Host Country, underscored an urgent need 
for the provision of good quality education, especially in the current climate of economic 
crisis. He said: “Sustainable economic development depends on sustainable human 
development.” Mali’s former President, Alpha Oumar Konaré, called for new approaches 
to funding education and made a plea for a regional education strategy for Africa, saying 
that “illiteracy can only be resolved in the context of endogenous development”. Princess 
Laurentien addressed the question of how to achieve real progress. She said that in 
order to increase the impact of adult education, literacy – which goes to the heart of all 
issues –should be made a universal priority: “It is more urgent than ever before that 
literacy for children, young people and adults is moved up the list of national priorities.” 
 
All keynote speakers stressed the crucial importance of adult education in today’s world. 
The first keynote speaker, Senator Marina Silva from Brazil, gave a touching speech 
about what education meant to her personally. She grew up on a rubber plantation in a 
family of 11 children and learned to read at the age of 16. Her interest in studying was 
the result of her dream of becoming a nun, influenced by her grandmother who said that 
a nun cannot be illiterate. The senator stressed the importance of the interaction 
between formal and informal education, which can facilitate learning processes. 
Referring to Paulo Freire, she stressed that learning takes place on the basis of equal 
relationships between people who interact and share experiences with one another. 
Senator Marina Silva emphasised the responsibility of public authorities and of all 
stakeholders for ensuring everyone’s right to a full education, as well as their right to 
dream and to achieve a better life. 
 
According to Josephine Ouédraogo, Executive Secretary of Enda Tiers Monde, Burkina 
Faso, the world has witnessed a historic crisis that has found tragic expression on many 
fronts: economic, environmental, cultural and food-related. “For this reason, we cannot 
deceive ourselves by confusing cause and effect. The main origin of these problems is 
the current world economic system, which works against people and nature.” Ms 
Ouédraogo stressed that, in this context, education could have a strong impact on 
human and economic development.  In her view, however, the results, even with a huge 



effort, are still small. She advocated for new models of development and education 
which can empower citizens to be proactive in their own lives and contribute to social 
and collective change.  
 
Ms Khunying Kasama Varavarn, who was awarded a UNESCO medal for her 
outstanding achievements in promoting lifelong learning, cited the example of Thailand 
to advocate for lifelong learning as the guiding principle of national educational 
strategies. “By institutionalising lifelong learning as the guiding principle of the education 
plan and, later on, in legislation, it has been possible to ensure continuity, the 
mobilisation of support and, to a certain extent, appropriate budget allocations,” she 
stated. 
 
Paul Bélanger, President of the International Council on Adult Education (ICAE) began 
his speech by saying that civil society is concerned about the slow rate at which 
progress is being made in the field. The situations of conflict in the world demonstrate 
that adult education is essential to peace. He reminded participants that, over the 
coming days, humanity would decide how to care for our planet during the UN Climate 
Change Conference in Copenhagen. “The planet will not survive if it’s not a learning 
planet,” he said and called for a review of armament budgets in favour of investment in 
education: “We can’t meet the MDGs without adult education.” He concluded by saying: 
“We need to move forward. This is like riding a bicycle: if we stop riding, we lose 
balance.” 
 
“Now is the time for action, because the cost of not acting is too high,” states the Belém 
Framework for Action, the final document, adopted at the end CONFINTEA VI. It 
stresses that “adult learning and education have a critical role in responding to 
contemporary cultural, economic, political and social challenges,” and underlines the 
need to place adult learning and education in a broader context of sustainable 
development. It acknowledges that effective policy, governance, financing, participation, 
inclusion, equity and quality are all necessary conditions for adults and young people to 
be able to exercise their right to education. The document underscores the need for 
strengthened international cooperation in areas ranging from the recognition of 
qualifications, the sharing of expertise and innovative practices, quality assurance, 
governance, equitable access, support for indigenous languages and the education of 
migrants. It commits countries to scale up investment in youth and adult education to a 
level equivalent to at least 6% of GNP, while promoting new and establishing alternative 
financing mechanisms. 
 
In his closing statement, Brazil’s Minister of Education, Fernando Haddad, said that the 
goal after CONFINTEA VI was to go beyond the 2015 target by establishing multilateral 
and international funds to combat illiteracy, “so that in 2015, we can have a year of 
celebration for the entire international community.” He added: “We have huge hopes 
that, after Belém, we will be ready to pool our efforts in order to guarantee reading and 
writing to all of the world’s citizens.”  
 
A highlight of the closing ceremony was a celebration in honour of Paulo Freire, the 
great Brazilian adult educator, to whom many speakers referred during the conference. 
Fernando Haddad and Davidson Hepburn, Chairperson of the General Conference of 
UNESCO, presented a medal to Paulo Freire’s wife, Nita, and a video showing an 
interview with Paulo Freire was presented. 
 



Summing up the Sixth International Conference on Adult Education, Davidson Hepburn 
said: “Let us hope that this momentum [gained at CONFINTEA VI] will now be the force 
that moves us all forward in placing adult education, not least literacy, at the centre of 
international efforts.” He went on to say: “The [Belém Framework for Action] is marked 
by solidarity… that we, despite our differences and priorities, share a common belief that 
the 21st century will leave no adult behind.”  
 
For further information on the conference or to download the Belém Framework for 
Action, reports, speeches and other background materials in several languages, please 
consult the CONFINTEA VI website at http://www.unesco.org/en/confinteavi. 
 
Contact: Ms Bettina Bochynek (b.bochynek@unesco.org) 
 

2. Launch of the Global Report on Adult Learning an d 
Education (GRALE) 
 
The first Global Report on Adult Learning and Education (GRALE) was launched at 
CONFINTEA VI. GRALE will serve as an international reference document and 
advocacy tool, providing a clear overview of the current state of adult learning and 
education as reported by UNESCO Member States. Based on 154 National Reports and 
secondary literature, it looks into key areas of policy, provision, governance, quality and 
financing. As the first report to render global trends in adult learning and education, it will 
cover critical issues of participation, equity and inclusion. The Report shows that, since 
the last CONFINTEA conference took place in 1997 in Hamburg, Germany, 56 countries 
have implemented adult education policies, i.e. 36 percent of Member States. However, 
GRALE also documents the variety and unevenness in recent developments in adult 
education policy, governance and provision. The Report shows that there are still too 
few countries that have established specific adult education policies, and there continues 
to be too little funding to allow the sector to deliver its potential. Low rates of participation 
and inequitable access remain the key challenges for adult education today.  
 
Download: http://www.unesco.org/en/confinteavi/single-
view/news/grale_now_available/back/5446/cHash/2266e0ecfa/ 
 
Contact: Ms Carol Medel-Añonuevo (c.medel-anonuevo@unesco.org) 

3. Cross-regional Workshop on Capacity-building for  
LIFE in Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa and the Arab State s: 
Adult Literacy in Multilingual Contexts 
 
The LIFE framework gives due attention to bi- and multilingual contexts. Capacity-
building and the exchange of experiences and innovations are central to the LIFE Vision 
& Strategy Paper. Hence, in the context of LIFE, a cross-regional workshop was held to 
discuss successful strategies for adult literacy learning in multilingual contexts. The 
workshop was held from 29 September to 2 October 2009 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and 
was organised by UIL in collaboration with UNESCO Field Office in Addis Ababa, the 
UNESCO Regional Bureau for Education in Africa (BREDA), the UNESCO Asia-Pacific 



Regional Bureau for Education / Asia-Pacific Programme of Education for All (APPEAL), 
and the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO). 
 
The meeting was attended by 47 participants from 12 countries (Bangladesh, Burkina 
Faso, Chad, Ethiopia, Gambia, India, Mali, Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea 
and Senegal), including national LIFE focal points with experience of bi-/multilingual 
adult literacy and the development of multilingual environments; curriculum specialists, 
specialists in literate environments and trainers of trainers; researchers who have 
published and worked extensively on bi-/multilingual approaches; and two international 
experts from SIL and SIDA. 
 
On the basis of the selected countries’ experiences, workshop participants identified 
success factors and developed a set of quality criteria for curricula and the training of 
adult literacy trainers, as well as for the development of a literate environment in 
multilingual contexts. Key elements for an action-research framework were subsequently 
developed. As a follow-up to the workshop, a manual for action-research on the quality 
of literacy programmes will be published and field tested in 2010. The manual and the 
results of the field test will be shared via LIFE-line and UIL’s website. 
 
Contact: Ms Hassana Alidou (h.alidou@unesco.org) and Ms Christine Glanz 
(c.glanz@unesco.org) 

4. E-9 Seminar on Literacy and Adult Learning in th e 
Rural Areas 
 
Around 80 participants joined the Seminar on Literacy and Adult Learning in the Rural 
Areas from 26 to 29 October 2009 in Beijing, China. These included national focal points 
for the E-9 initiative and LIFE national focal points from most of the E-9 countries, as 
well as government officials and specialists in charge of literacy and adult learning from 
all of the E-9 countries, representatives from UNICEF, FAO, the World Bank, the Asian 
Development Bank and ASPBAE, colleagues from UNESCO Headquarters, two regional 
UNESCO bureaux and seven UNESCO field offices. The seminar was co-organised by 
UIL and the UNESCO International Research and Training Centre for Rural Education 
(INRULED), in collaboration with Beijing Normal University, the National Commission of 
China for UNESCO and the UNESCO Office in Beijing. 
 
Altogether, the E-9 countries are home to two-thirds of the world adult illiterates and 
eight of them are LIFE countries. Hence, the E-9 countries have an important role to play 
in achieving EFA Goals 3 and 4. The seminar succeeded in: reviewing overall progress 
made in literacy and adult education within the framework of LIFE, UNLD and EFA; 
sharing experiences and successful approaches to literacy and adult learning, in 
particular with regard to advancing literacy and adult learning in rural areas; and 
discussing future strategies and possibilities for South-South cooperation in countries’ 
efforts to advance literacy. During the debates, a special focus was placed on strategies 
to strengthen commitment and mobilise resources, to reach women and disadvantaged 
groups, to improve the quality of literacy and life skills programmes, to create literate 
environments and to assess and monitor progress in literacy effectively. A one-day field 
visit enabled participants to visit adult learning centres in the rural area of Beijing and 
learn about the Chinese experiences.  
 



The seminar provided a platform for intensifying solidarity and cooperation among the E-
9 countries, all of which are expected to take a lead role in achieving the EFA goals and 
implementing LIFE. Participants emphasised the importance of expanding access to 
information on effective practices, and requested that UNESCO continue to facilitate 
monitoring and South-South cooperation mechanisms. Participants welcomed the 
opportunity to engage in a very fruitful exchange of experiences and appreciated the 
hospitality of the Chinese hosts.  
 
The seminar helped to pave the way for a workshop focusing on the E-9 countries 
CONFINTEA VI, which took place one month later in Belém, Brazil. It also prefaces the 
8th Ministerial Review Meeting of E-9 countries, which will take place in June 2010 in 
Abuja, Nigeria, and will focus on literacy and non-formal education.      
 
Ms Hassana Alidou (h.alidou@unesco.org) and Mr Jin Yang (ji.yang@unesco.org) 
 

5. Recognition, Validation and Accreditation of Non -
formal and Informal Learning (RVA) 
 
As part of its international programme on the Recognition, Validation and Accreditation 
of Non-formal and Informal Learning (RVA), the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning 
(UIL) participated in the seminar “Global and National Practices on the Validation of 
Non-formal and Informal Learning”. The international seminar, which took place from 8 
to 9 December in Moscow, Russian, was organised by the European Training 
Foundation (ETF) and its partner in Russia, the Centre for Vocational Education and 
Training. It brought together government officials, social partners and experts from 
Russia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Moldova, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Ukraine and 
Tajikistan to share international and national experiences on the Recognition of Prior 
Learning (RPL). UIL contributed to the seminar with a presentation entitled “Global 
developments in systems for the recognition of non-formal and informal learning – What 
drives these developments? How are countries implementing RPL in different 
contexts?”. 
 
UIL was also invited to present international best practices and key challenges at a 
“National Conference on the Validation of Prior Learning” in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, 
on 10 December 2009. UIL presented the results of its recent research to 
representatives of organisations working to value prior learning in a range of lifelong 
learning contexts (profit, non-profit and voluntary organisations; adult, vocational and 
higher education), and for a variety of target groups, such as adults, immigrants and 
workers. Mrs Van Bijsterveld, the  State-Secretary of Education, Culture and Sciences, 
and Dr. Joke Snippe, of the INHolland University of Applied Sciences, welcomed plans 
for UIL and the Netherlands to collaborate on research on “Linking National Qualification 
Frameworks with RVA: North-South”.  A meeting will be held in early 2010 to launch this 
project, which seeks to promote a global discussion on RVA-NQF linkages and to 
establish international benchmarks. 
 
Contact: Madhu Singh (m.singh@unesco.org) 
 



6. International Literacy Day 
 
As last year, the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) organised the national 
celebrations for International Literacy Day on 8 September in Berlin, in cooperation with 
the Federal Association for Literacy and Basic Education (BVAG) and the German Adult 
Education Association (DVV), and with the support of the Federal Ministry for Education 
and Research (BMBF). UIL’s coordination of the national ILD celebrations is linked to its 
role in a major literacy research and development initiative of the German government. 
The German Federal Ministry for Education and Research (BMBF) has invested €30 
million in the “alphabund” initiative, which is a German contribution to the United Nations 
Literacy Decade (2003–2012). Currently, 26 collaborative research projects, comprising 
more than 100 sub-projects, link adult learners and agencies involved in both academic 
and practice-based basic education and literacy research efforts throughout Germany. 
UIL hosted the transfer office for the “alphabund” projects until the end of 2009.  
 
The majority of projects funded by BMBF focus on workplace literacy, and this is why the 
year’s ILD celebrations centred on “Literacy in the Workplace”. The aim was to raise 
awareness, especially among employers and social partners as new stakeholders for 
literacy and basic education. Employers and social partners from Germany and other 
European countries presented and discussed their activities in this area. The speakers 
included Carol Taylor (NIACE, UK), Bertrand Le Grix de la Salle (Vice-President of 
OPCA FAF Propreté, France), Hans Jørgen Hansen (Folk High School South Jutland, 
Denmark) and Shirin Huber (United Parcel Service, Germany). As in previous years, the 
BVAG presented awards to ”Literacy Ambassadors” for their commitment to advocating 
for and promoting literacy. 
 
Approximately 100 literacy practitioners, funders and researchers attended the event at 
the Hôtel Concorde, whose Director-General is Germany’s Ambassador for Literacy. 
 
Contact: Maren Elfert (m.elfert@unesco.org) 
 

7. In Brief 
 
UIL’s Director and staff would like to express their appreciation and deep admiration to 
the former Chairperson of its Governing Board, Mr Anders Falk (Sweden), for his 
invaluable work in transforming and strengthening the Institute, as well as to Mr Tiedao 
Zhang (China) and Mr Hamad Al-Sulaiti (Kingdom of Bahrain), whose terms expired at 
the end of 2009. Both were instrumental in enabling the enormous work carried out by 
the Board. As of 1 January 2010, Ms Suzy Halimi (France) will be the new Chairperson 
of the Board. 
 



8. Forthcoming Events 

Shanghai International Forum on Lifelong Learning 
 
UIL, on behalf of UNESCO, will co-organise the Shanghai International Forum on 
Lifelong Learning at the Shanghai Expo 2010, in cooperation with the Shanghai 
Municipal People’s Government, the Chinese Society for Educational Development 
Strategies and the Chinese National Commission for UNESCO. The Forum, which will 
be held from 19-20 July 2010 during UNESCO Week, will be one of the activities 
organised by UNESCO at the World Expo. 
 
The overall aim of the Forum – which will centre on the theme “Making learning a reality 
throughout life for all: Progress, trends and systems of lifelong learning” – is twofold: to 
reinforce the momentum for lifelong learning created by CONFINTEA VI and the Belém 
Framework for Action, and to share Member States’ best practices for harnessing the 
lifelong learning discourse as a means of establishing learning systems and societies. 
The sub-themes include: (1) the responsibilities and roles of government, society 
(including NGOs, enterprises, etc.) and individual learners in building a lifelong learning 
system; (2) formal education in a lifelong learning system: the reform of curricula and 
teaching/learning methodologies, the organisation of teaching and learning, and the 
structure of school education; (3) non-formal education and informal learning in a lifelong 
learning system: the new trends in non-formal education and informal learning; (4) the 
construction and evaluation of a learning city, learning community and learning 
organization; (5) the establishment of a national qualification system as well as the 
recognition, accreditation and transfer of various learning outcomes; (6) legislation and 
policy formation for lifelong learning, and cost-sharing and financing mechanisms for 
lifelong learning.   
 
200 high-level specialists – comprising 100 international and 100 Chinese experts – will 
be invited to participate in this Forum. In the next a few months, UIL will be collaborating 
closely with its counterparts in order to facilitate preparations for the Forum.   
 
Contact: Jin Yang (ji.yang@unesco.org) 
 

African Conference on the Integration of African 
Languages and Cultures into Education 
 
The importance of using the mother tongue to improve educational access and quality in 
formal and non-formal education in Africa has been demonstrated by a number of 
Conferences and studies to date. In 2005, the Association for the Development of 
Education in Africa (ADEA), UIL and the German Agency for Technical Cooperation 
(GTZ) undertook a broad and comprehensive analysis of policies, research and practice 
which reconfirmed this. In order to support African countries in their efforts to improve 
the quality of education, the Ministry of Education of Burkina Faso, ADEA and UIL will be 
holding the ‘African Conference on the Integration of African Languages and Cultures 
into Education’ in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, from 20 to 22 January 2010. 
 



The meeting will unite Ministers of Education from 27 African countries, educational 
development partners and researchers to explore ways of promoting effective 
multilingual education policies. It will be divided into two parts: a one-day experts’ 
workshop will discuss policy guidelines for the development and implementation of 
language-in-education policies; a two-day meeting will present these guidelines to the 
Ministers for their consideration and approval. The Conference will be supported by a 
policy guide developed by UIL based on recent research evidence. The conference will 
also review current policy reforms and experiences from a range of African countries. 
 
The expected results of the conference are: a policy advocacy brief on multilingual 
education; a multilingual education policy guideline approved by Ministers of Education; 
and a regional follow-up strategy.  
 
Contacts: Ms Hassana Alidou (h.alidou@unesco.org) and Ms Christine Glanz 
(c.glanz@unesco.org) 
 

9. Visitors 
 
On 14 September, Ms Elisa Kim, from the UNESCO Club in Hamburg, visited UIL to 
gain an insight into the Institute’s structure and functions. 
 
On 18 September, Ms Aimin Yin, First Secretary of the education section of the Chinese 
Embassy in Germany, visited the Institute to meet with UIL’s Director and staff member 
Mr Jin Yang. 
 
On 2 October, Prof. Dr. Ji Li, Director, Institute of Vocational and Adult Education, 
Beijing Academy of Educational Sciences, and Dr Xu Han, Institute of Vocational 
Education, Shenyang Normal University, visited UIL to learn more about the Institute’s 
work and discuss common areas of interest. 
 
On 6 October, Ms Åse Kleveland, Chairperson of the Board of the Norwegian humanist 
organization Human-Etisk Forbund and Former Minister of Culture, Norway, visited UIL 
to discuss details regarding her role as moderator of the round tables during 
CONFINTEA VI. 
 
On 16 October, Ms Utta von Gleich visited UIL to discuss her involvement in the 
forthcoming special issue of the International Review of Education on “Multilingual 
Education”. 
 
ON 19 October, Mr Gerhard Quinke, Head of the regional office of dvv international in 
Addis Abeba, Ethiopia, visited UIL to discuss areas of cooperation. 
 
On 21 October, Mr Albert Motivans, a colleague from the UNESCO Institute for Statistics 
(UIS), visited UIL. He gave a presentation on “Literacy monitoring and assessment”,  
which was followed by a discussion with UIL staff. 
 
On 9 November, Prof. Margot Kaszap, an expert on education and literacy from the 
Université Laval in Quebec, visited UIL to meet with members of the Institute’s literacy 
cluster.  



10. Staff matters 
 
Dr. Hassana Alidou from Niger started work at UIL in April 2009 as the Coordinator of 
one of UNESCO’s flagship projects, the Literacy Initiative for Empowerment (LIFE). 
Hassana is a graduate of the University of Niamey, Niger and the University of Illinois 
Urbana Champaign, USA. She is an educational sociolinguist and specialist in gender 
and international development. Prior to joining UIL she was a Full Professor of 
International Teacher Education and Cross-Cultural Studies at Alliant International 
University, USA. She has also worked for the Ministry of Education in Niger and serves 
as a senior international consultant for a number of international development agencies, 
including INWENT, NORAD, UNICEF and the World Bank. Hassana has published 
extensively on literacy, multicultural and multilingual education, gender and education in 
Africa and the United States.  
 
UIL would like to thank: 
 
The staff of the transfer office for the “alphabund” research and development initiative, 
for their outstanding work:  
 
- Marion Döbert, Project Coordinator; 
- Silvie Boyd, Project Assistant; and 
- Björn Otte, Public Relations Officer. 
 
The “alphabund” initiative was funded by the German Federal Ministry for Education and 
Research (BMBF) and hosted by UIL until the end of 2009. 
 
- Michèle Strock for supporting the project secretaries during preparations for 
CONFINTEA VI from 9 September to 11 December. 
 
- Medaldo Runhare from Zimbabwe, doctoral student at the University of Hamburg, for 
his work on the Effective Literacy Database as a consultant during the months of 
November and December 2009. 
 
- the following interns for their contributions to UIL’s work:  
Josefine Bäßler (31 August – 30 November) 
Markus Ginter (16 September – 18 December) 
Nasu Yamaguchi (1 October – 28 February) 
Talia Guevara Torres Llosa (10 September – 27 November) 

11. Recent Publications 
 
International Review of Education 
Volume 55, Nos. 5-6 (November 2009) 
 
Special Issue: Undoing Gender 
Guest Editors: Nelly P. Stromquist and Gustavo E. Fischman 
 
The edition includes the following articles: 
 



Introduction – From Denouncing Gender Inequities to Undoing Gender in Education: 
Practices and Programmes toward Change in the Social Relations of Gender / Nelly P. 
Stromquist and Gustavo E. Fischman 
 
Un/Doing Gender? A Case Study of School Policy and Practice in Zambia / Monisha 
Bajaj 
 
Constructing a New Vision: Undoing Gender through Secondary Education in Honduras 
/ Erin Murphy-Graham 
 
Does Gender Matter? An Exploratory Study of Perspectives across Genders, Age and 
Education / Sherrie Carinci and Pia Lindquist Wong 
 
“Doing and Undoing Gender“; Female Higher Education in the Islamic Republic of Iran / 
Golnar Mehran 
 
Gender, Narratives and Intersectionality: Can Personal Experience Approaches to 
Research Contribute to “Undoing Gender”? / Barbara Ann Cole 
 
“Talking Was a Great Experience”: Destablising Gendered Communication in the 
Workplace / Sondra Cuban 
 
Undoing Gender through Legislation and Schooling: The Case of AB 537 and AB 394 in 
California, USA / Greg Knotts 
 
Mouths Wide Shut: Gender-Quiet Teenage Males on Gender-Bending, Gender-Passing 
and Masculinities / Samuel M. Davidson 
 
 



Advancing Literacy: A Review of LIFE (2006-2009) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Literacy Initiative for Empowerment (LIFE 2006-2015) is 
one of UNESCO’s three flagship initiatives dedicated to 
tackling illiteracy, advancing the EFA agenda and achieving 
the goals of the United Nations Literacy Decade (UNLD – 
2003-2012). The LIFE initiative targets 35 countries that are 
home to 85 % of the world’s population deprived of literacy 
competencies. It is built on genuine commitment and 
provides a new vision and course of action. Now that the 
initiative has been in place for three years, a major review 
has been published to take stock, assess its achievements, 
identify lessons learned and move forward. 
 
UNESCO prepared the review with the following aims in 
mind: 1) to assess the overall performance of LIFE and 
evaluate the results of its implementation at country level; 2) 
to make a case for literacy; 3) to share experiences and 
lessons learned with stakeholders; and 4) to make 
contributions to the discussions on how to advance the LIFE 
strategy and to plan the way forward. 
 
LIFE has achieved tangible results over the past three years, 
and the policies and programmes developed are helping to 
improve the lives of learners worldwide. The analysis of LIFE 
processes at country level and multiple lessons learned from 
different approaches will help LIFE countries – and others – 
to formulate or revise their literacy policies and strategies in a 
way that is consistent with national development goals and 
strengthens the role of literacy and other key competencies 
in development efforts. This publication showcases a few of 
the numerous examples of national policies that have 
managed to respond better to needs on the ground and 
promote literacy learning among target populations. 
 
The gains that LIFE has achieved so far would not have been 
possible without the commitment and dedication of all 
stakeholders involved: governments, civil society 
organisations, private providers, development partners – both 
bilateral and multilateral – 
and the international community at large. This network of 
collaborative efforts reflects the true spirit of LIFE. While 
much work remains to be done in order to tap LIFE’s full 
potential and convening power, and to more resolutely 
address important issues, such as gender and the specific 
learning needs of disadvantaged and vulnerable groups, the 
relevance of LIFE has been demonstrated and is widely 
appreciated. The initiative, which embraces a new vision for 
accelerating progress in literacy, will continue to act as a 
catalyst to enhance 
commitment, strengthen capacities, forge strong partnerships 



 
 
 
 

and enable mutual learning in order to make a real and 
tangible difference to the lives of millions of learners. 
 
This Review was also published in French under the title: 
Promotion de l’alphabétisation: LIFE, un premier bilan 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Professionell alphabetisieren: Studium und 
Qualifizierung in Alphabetisierung und Grundbildung  
alphabund-Forschung, Band 2, hrsg. von UIL. Waxmann , 
2009 
 
In Band 2 der „Kleinen Reihe“ werden 
Ausgangsüberlegungen und Konzeptionen neuer 
Qualifizierungsangebote in Alphabetisierung und 
Grundbildung (Masterstudiengang, Basisqualifizierung) 
beschreiben, die im Rahmen des Förderschwerpunktes 
entwickelt, erprobt und in Regelsysteme übernommen 
werden. Mit der Professionalisierung des Lehrpersonals 
einhergehend wird die Frage aufgeworfen, inwieweit ein 
akademisches Berufsbild des Alphabetisierungs- und 
Grundbildungspädagogen realisiert werden kann. 
 

 


