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October to December 2013 International Conference 

on Learning Cities (ICLC)

Over 500 mayors, city education 
executives and experts from more 
than one hundred countries met 
at the International Conference 
on Learning Cities in Beijing, 
China, from 21 to 23 October 2013 
to discuss ways to make cities more 
responsive to the learning needs of 
citizens. The resulting Beijing Decla-
ration on Learning Cities and Key Fea-
tures serve as essential documents 
for further action. The conference 
concluded with a call by delegates 
for UNESCO to establish a global 
network of learning cities.

The conference, which was co-or-
ganized by UNESCO, the Ministry 
of Education of China and Beijing 
Municipal Government, was opened 
by Ms Liu Yandong, Vice Premier of 
China, Mr Yuan Guiren, Minister 
of Education of China, Mr Wang 
Anshun, Mayor of Beijing Municipal 
Government, and Ms Irina Bokova, 
Director-General of UNESCO.

Background

The influence of cities in national 
and world affairs has increased 
considerably in recent years. This 
is partly due to the growth in the 
number of city dwellers. Since 
2008, the majority of the world’s 
population lives in cities. By 2030, 
the proportion is likely to exceed 
sixty  per cent. This development 
bears challenges for municipal 
governments such as ensuring 
social inclusion, applying new tech-
nologies, building knowledge econ-
omies, managing cultural diversity 
and safeguarding environmental 
sustainability. A growing number 
of cities respond by developing 
innovative strategies with the aim 
of transforming their cities into 
Learning Cities. The UNESCO Insti-
tute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) has 
prepared a dynamic international 
platform for cities to exchange 
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ideas and good practices on effective 
approaches to build Learning Cities.

Beijing Declaration

The main outcome document of the 
conference, the Beijing Declaration on 
Learning Cities affirms the vital im-
portance of education for the future 
of all human communities: “Life-
long learning should be a primary 
focus of cities, regions, nations and 
the international community.” In 
this declaration, the participants 
of the International Conference on 
Learning Cities committed to the 
following actions:
1. Empowering individuals and 

promoting social cohesion
2. Enhancing economic develop-

ment and cultural prosperity
3. Promoting sustainable develop-

ment
4. Promoting inclusive learning in 

the education system
5. Revitalising learning in fami-

lies and communities
6. Facilitating learning for and in 

the workplace
7. Extending the use of modern 

learning technologies
8. Enhancing quality in learning
9. Fostering a culture of learning 

throughout life
10. Strengthening political will 

and commitment

11. Improving governance and 
participation of all stakeholders

12. Boosting resource mobilisation 
and utilisation

Furthermore, Key Features of Learning 
Cities were developed.

If a city has the political will and 
commitment to build a learning 
city, it also needs a set of key fea-
tures against which it can monitor 
its progress.

The Key Features can serve as a 
comprehensive checklist of action 
points to help municipal govern-
ments and other stakeholders in 
their efforts to build learning cities 
that promote lifelong learning 
for all. This document is formally 
endorsed by mayors, city education 
executives of learning cities and 
experts who participated in the In-
ternational Conference on Learning 
Cities.

The objective is not to make 
distinctions between cities. Each 
city is different and its progress can 
only be measured within its own 
cultural and economic contexts, 
social history and traditions.

Online Ressources

 ¬ Website: International Conference on 
Learning Cities

 ¬ International Review of Education, 
Special Issue “Learning Cities: De-
veloping Inclusive, Prosperous and 
Sustainable Urban Communities”

Editorial

Recognising the importance of cities with-
in the field of lifelong learning, UIL or-
ganised the International Conference 
on Learning Cities in October 2013 in 
Beijing. The main outcomes of the confer-
ence, the Beijing Declaration on Building 
Learning Cities and the Key Features of 
Learning Cities, are important stepping 
stones towards building more inclusive, 
prosperous and sustainable cities.

In the last quarter of 2013, UIL 
organised two follow-up conferences to 
the Sixth International Conference 
on Adult Education (CONFINTEA VI): 
for Asia and the Pacific in Jecheon City, 
Republic of Korea, and for Europe and 
North America in Vilnius, Lithuania. Both 
events served as a forum for Member 
States to take stock of progress, share 
good practices and develop further 
action plans for implementation of 
the Belém Framework of Action.

UIL plays a key role in helping 
Member States develop lifelong learning 
policies. Its 1st Think Tank Meeting in 
2011 resulted in the decision to conduct 
further research on effective policies and 
good practices for lifelong learning. A 
2nd Think Tank Meeting on Lifelong 
Learning was hosted by UIL in December 
2013 in collaboration with the German 
Association for Adult Education – dvv 
International. At this meeting, 
stakeholders and experts discussed 
the Positioning of Lifelong Learning in 
the Post-2015 Development Agenda.

Arne Carlsen,
Director UIL

International Conference on Learning Cities (ICLC)

Key Features of Learning Cities

http://www.learningcities2013.org/
http://www.learningcities2013.org/
http://link.springer.com/journal/11159/59/4/page/1
http://link.springer.com/journal/11159/59/4/page/1
http://link.springer.com/journal/11159/59/4/page/1
http://link.springer.com/journal/11159/59/4/page/1
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Asia and the Pacific

UIL, in cooperation with the Nation-
al Institute for Lifelong Education 
(NILE) in Republic of Korea and the 
UNESCO Regional Office in Bang-
kok, organised the CONFINTEA 
VI follow-up meeting for Asia and 
the Pacific region in Jecheon City, 
Republic of Korea on 18 and 19 Oc-
tober 2013.

The conference brought together 
about fifty representatives from 
twenty Member States and regional 
stakeholders and resulted in an 
action plan with the aim of develop-
ing policy, governance and funding 
in order to ensure quality provision 
and broad participation in adult 
learning and education. The action 
plan includes specific projects at 
regional and sub-regional levels and 
responsible entities for each project.

Europe and North 
America

The CONFINTEA VI follow-up meet-
ing for Europe and North America 

took place in Vilnius, Lithuania on 
9 and 10 December 2013. The focus 
of the conference was Equipping 
Adults for the 21st Century: Joining 
Forces for Action on Skills and 
Competences. Experts from the Eu-
ropean Union and UNESCO Member 
States from the European region 
assessed the implementation of the 
Renewed European Agenda for Adult 
Learning and the Belém Framework for 
Action, in light of recently published 
findings of the OECD’s Programme 
for the International Assessment of 
Adult Competencies (PIAAC) and 
GRALE II.

The conference was organised by 
UIL and the Directorate-General for 
Education and Culture of the Euro-
pean Commission (DG EAC) as part 
of Lithuania’s EU Presidency. About 
170 participants met to discuss pol-
icies that could increase access to 
and participation in adult education 
as well as quality and efficiency. 
Delegates included National Coor-
dinators for Adult Learning, mem-
bers of the EU’s Thematic Working 
Groups on Quality and Financing 
Adult Learning, and representatives 

of regional and multilateral organ-
izations.

The meeting produced action 
points on how to ensure that all 
adults have access to relevant 
high-quality learning opportunities 
to develop appropriate skills and 
competences. These action points 
will be followed by Member States, 
with appropriate support from the 
European Commission and UIL.

Member States Took Stock of Progress at 
the CONFINTEA Follow-up Conferences

Mr Dainius Pavalkis, Minister of 
Education and Science of Lithuania
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Positioning Lifelong Learning in the 
Post-2015 Development Agenda

As part of Education for All (EFA) 
and the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), quality education 
and lifelong leaning have become 
part of the international communi-
ties’ vision. UIL plays an important 
role supporting Member States 
in providing lifelong learning for 
all. In 2011, specialists explored 
the future of lifelong learning in 
the first think tank meeting. They 
identified discrepancies between 
the policy-makers’ acceptance of 
lifelong learning and lack of work-
able policies and strategies. This 
discussion led to the conclusion that 
further research is needed in order 
to advocate the operationalization 
of lifelong learning. Based on this 
meeting, UIL published a special 
issue of its journal, the International 
Review of Education – Journal of Lifelong 
Learning entitled The Future of Lifelong 
Learning (http://link.springer.com/
journal/11159/59/3/page/1).

Subsequently, UIL hosted its 
second Think Tank meeting on 
Lifelong Learning in collaboration 
with the German Association for 
Adult Education – dvv International 
at its premises in Hamburg on 12 
and 13 December 2013. The overall 
aim of the meeting was to clarify 
the concept of lifelong learning and 

seek key stakeholders’ advice on 
positioning lifelong learning more 
saliently in the post-2015 universal, 
sustainable development agenda. 
Seventeen high-level experts in the 
field of lifelong learning partici-
pated in the meeting, representing 
UNESCO Member States, UNICEF, 
WHO, World Bank Youth and 
non-governmental organisations.

The meeting worked on a techni-
cal note on lifelong learning, which 
will be available in Spring 2014, 
and which will hopefully influence 
future work on lifelong learning.

Action Lines for the post-2015 
Agenda:

1. Facilitating the development 
of national policies and strat-
egies for lifelong learning for 
all;

2. Promoting the transforma-
tion of existing education sys-
tems from a lifelong learning 
perspective;

3. Advocating for non-formal 
and informal learning, in 
particular, in youth and adult 
learning and education;

4. Enhancing the use of modern 
learning technologies;

5. Developing synergies between 
various learning systems;

6. Developing capacities for 
effective lifelong learning 
policies and practices;

7. Facilitating partnerships 
among government agencies, 
civil society organizations 
and the private sector;

8. Promoting the development 
of learning cities, learning re-
gions, learning communities 
and learning villages; and

9. Supporting research in life-
long learning policies and 
practices.

http://link.springer.com/journal/11159/59/3/page/1
http://link.springer.com/journal/11159/59/3/page/1
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UIL Online Resources

LitBase – UNESCO’s 
Effective Literacy and 
Numeracy Database

UIL has continued to expand Lit-
Base, UNESCO’s resource centre for 
literacy and non-formal education. 
The database holds innovative and 
state-of-the-art evidence and infor-
mation on effective policy and pro-
grammes. UIL has begun compiling 
case studies with specific thematic 
focuses to boost the potential of 
LitBase.

Visit LitBase online

The International 
Directory of 
Lifelong Learning

This directory provides a channel 
for international cooperation and 
information exchange in lifelong 
learning policy, research and prac-
tice. It incorporates details of over 
200 governmental departments, 
institutions and agencies from 
UNESCO Member States that are 
responsible for formulating lifelong 
learning policy or are engaged in 
lifelong learning research.

Visit the International Directory of 
Lifelong Learning online

Interns

UIL would like to thank the fol-
lowing interns during the fourth 
quarter of 2013:

 ¬ Mr Abiy Menkir, Ethiopia, Adult 
Learning and Education

 ¬ Ms Annemiek Wilson, Denmark,  
Publications

 ¬ Ms Marianne Wenger, Switzer-
land, Library

 ¬ Ms Nayomi Chibana, Ecuador, 
Publications

 ¬ Ms Mo Wang, China, Lifelong 
Learning Policies and Strategies

 ¬ Mr Julian Kosh, United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, Literacy and Basic Skills

 ¬ Mr José Sergio Hernandez Men-
doza, Mexico, Lifelong Learning 
Policies and Strategies

http://www.unesco.org/uil/litbase
http://uil.unesco.org/home/the-international-directory-of-lifelong-learning/directory/
http://uil.unesco.org/home/the-international-directory-of-lifelong-learning/directory/
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New Publications

Linking Recognition Practices and 
National Qualifications Frameworks, 
edited by Madhu Singh and Ruud 
Duvekot

Download in PDF format

UIL Policy Brief No. 2: Youth matters: 
Equipping vulnerable young people with 
literacy and life skills

Download in PDF format

UIL Policy Brief No. 3: Gender equality 
matters: Empowering women through 
literacy programmes

Download in PDF format

Conceptual Contributions on Youth and 
Adult Education: Towards the Construc-
tion of Shared Meanings in Diversity

Download in PDF format

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002246/224694e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002246/224694e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002246/224694e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002246/224694e.pdf

